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Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the Whadjuk people of the Noongar 

Nation as the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we 
are holding this event. We acknowledge all First Nations people 

from across Australia from where we live and work.

For tens of thousands of years, First Nations’ people have cared 
for this Country — its lands and waters — with knowledge, 

wisdom and respect. 

We honour this enduring connection to Country and pay our 
respects to Elders and Knowledge Leaders both past and 

present. We would like to extend this respect to all First Nations 
people who join us across these two days.

Always was, always will be.



Western Australia is one of the most extraordinary places on Earth for 

biodiversity and First Nations culture. Containing internationally-

recognised biodiversity hotspots, WA supports a remarkable array of 

plants, animals and ecosystems found nowhere else. Yet many of 

these species and ecological communities are under increasing 

pressure from habitat destruction, invasive species and climate 

change. For example, the protected portion of the Wheatbelt (<5%) 

is significantly below the national average, reflecting the region’s early 

colonisation, historical land clearing and extensive agricultural 

development.

Private land conservation plays a critical role in the ongoing protection 

of WA’s nature. Across WA, many areas of high conservation value lie 

outside the public reserve system, providing opportunities to develop 

conservation corridors and expanded networks of protection, but they 

require the commitment and stewardship of landholders.

WA’s conservation covenanting system has for many years operated 

with limited capacity and support. With the right policy, resources and 

investment, this program could be revitalised, incentivising  

landholders to protect their land and manage it with stewardship 

support.

WA also lacks a Conservation Co-investment Framework to unlock 

strategic conservation opportunities by aligning public, private, and 

philanthropic funding to create and manage public and private 

protected areas. Without a co-investment framework, WA risks missing 

out on valuable funding; opportunities to innovate through public 

private partnerships; and the chance to better scale its conservation 

impact to deliver benefits to landholders, industry and First Nations.

Action to support covenanting, stewardship and co-investment is a 

significant step forward to secure the future of WA’s unique natural and 

cultural landscapes, threatened species and ecological communities.

Welcome



Day 2 | Morning
Leveraging Funding for Public Private Partnerships

Venue Time Session Speakers

NWS Shipping 
Theatre

8.30—9.00 Registration and networking

9.00—9.10 Introduction to Day Two
Tim Nicol | Director
The Pew Charitable 

Trusts

9.10—9.15 Hon Simone McGurk MLA | 
Ministerial introduction

Minister for Creative 
Industries; Heritage; 
Industrial Relations; 

Aged Care and Seniors; 
Women | Member for 

Fremantle

9.15—9.30 Hon Matthew Swinbourn 
MLC | Ministerial address

Minister for the 
Environment; Community 
Services; Homelessness

Plenary

NWS Shipping 
Theatre

9.30—9.50

Reflections on 
advancements in private land 

conservation since the first 
private land conservation 

forum in Australia — 
Perth, 2001

Dr James 
Fitzsimons
The Nature 

Conservancy

9.50—10.10
Valuing nature at scale: 
ambition and impact in 
Australian conservation

Tim Allard
Australian Wildlife 

Conservancy

10.10—10.30

Western Australia’s 
covenanting challenges 
— gaps, opportunities 

and what works 
elsewhere

Dr Bruce Webber
Bush Heritage 

Australia

10.30—10.50
Partnerships delivering 

private land conservation 
at scale

Kate Smillie
Biodiversity 

Conservation Trust 
NSW

Function 
Centre 10.50—11.30 Morning tea + coffee

NWS Shipping 
Theatre 11.30—12.20

Panel Discussion with 
plenary speakers and 

Tim Nicol 
Director of The Pew 

Charitable Trusts

Chaired by
Tim Allard

Australian Wildlife 
Conservancy

NWS Shipping 
Theatre 12.20—12.45 Delivering Australia’s 

’30 by 30’ target

Greg Manning
Dept. Climate 

Change, Energy, the 
Environment and 

Water

Function 
Centre 12.45—13.45 Lunch



Day 2 | Afternoon
Leveraging Funding for Public Private Partnerships

Stream A: Landholders forum 
Making space for nature, stewardship and protection

NWS Shipping Theatre (Downstairs)

Time Session Speakers

13.45—13.55
Private Land Conservation —

What two people can do
Dr Beth Schultz AO

Covenant Holder

13.55—14.05
Pinegrove — South Kununoppin

Covenant Journey

Roland Dixon
National Trust WA
Covenant Holder

14.05—14.20

Esperance Tjaltjraak’s
Rejuvenation Tree Program —

securing freehold title to Wudjari
lands

Peter Bednall &
Lachlan Adamson
Esperance Tjaltjraak
Native Title Aboriginal

Corporation

14.20—14.35 Conservation Challenges: 
Stewardship on Covenanted Lands

Scott Bartholemew
National Trust WA
Covenant Holder

14.35—14.45 
Growing the meagre wheatbelt

conservation estate

Peter Ewing
Bush Blocks Guardians Inc.

Covenant Holder

14.45—15.30
Panel discussion with session 

speakers, and Diana Papenfus 
of National Trust WA

Chaired by
Monica Hunter

National Trust WA

15.30—16.00 Final address and next steps

Stream B: Nature markets and emerging opportunities to fund 
and finance landscape conservation

Function Centre (Upstairs)

Time Session Speakers

13.45—13.50
A brief introduction to emerging 

funding and financing 
opportunities for nature

Justin Story
Story Advisory

13.50—14.05
Unlocking the value of nature 

— the South Coast NRM blueprint 
for investing in nature capital

Luke Bayley
South Coast NRM

14.05—14.20 Western Australian government 
direction for land conservation

Carrie Sunderland
Dept. Water and
Environmental

Regulation

14.20—14.35
The role of nature-based 
investment in landscape 

conservation

Emily Simso
New Forests

14.35—14.50 Understanding the nature repair 
market

Michael Cornish 
Australian Land 

Conservation Alliance

14.50—15.30 Panel discussion with session 
speakers and audience Q&A

Chaired by
Justin Story

Story Advisory

15.30—16.00 Final address and next steps



Dr Jody Gunn is CEO of the Australian Land Conservation 
Alliance (ALCA), where she leads the organisation’s work to 
advance large-scale conservation of Australia’s private land. 
With more than 20 years of experience across the academic, 
government, and not-for-profit sectors, Jody is a conservation scientist and 
executive leader committed to protecting land, water and culture at both 
national and international scales. 
She brings a deep understanding of the science, policy and practice of 
conservation, informed by a career grounded in collaboration and long-term 
impact. Jody holds a Bachelor of Science from the University of Melbourne, a PhD 
in Environmental Science from Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge, and is a 
Churchill Fellow. 

Dr Jody Gunn
Chief Executive Officer
Australian Land Conservation Alliance

Tim Nicol leads Pew’s program work across Australia. Working 
with partner organisations and local campaign teams, Tim 

oversees Pew’s conservation work on protected areas, Indigenous 
land management, river catchment and marine environments. Tim played a key 
coordinating role in the campaign to establish the Great Kimberley Marine Park 
and the movement to protect the Martuwarra Fitzroy River. Before joining Pew, 
Tim worked for the ‘Save Our Marine Life’ alliance, which helped establish the 
country’s first network of marine parks and sanctuaries, and as resources liaison 
officer for the Conservation Council of Western Australia.  He began his career as 
an ocean engineer working in offshore construction and design. Nicol has a 
Bachelor of Engineering degree from the Australian Maritime College

Tim Nicol
Director & Head of Australian Offices
The Pew Charitable Trusts

Mitch Hart is the manager for Pew’s terrestrial work in 
Western Australia, spanning Pew's goals for protected areas 
and river protection. This includes working with partners in 
the ‘WA Better by Nature’ alliance to secure further support 
for increasing protected areas and investment in long-term 
conservation outcomes. Before moving to Perth, he led Pew's work 
across invasive species, conservation and rivers work in the Northern Territory.  
Prior to joining Pew, Mitch worked on several issue-focused campaigns, including 
‘Together Queensland’ union campaigns, building support by organising, 
strategic communications and grassroots turnout. Mitch holds a Bachelor of Law 
and Bachelor of Arts in Politics and Government from Griffith University.

Mitch Hart
WA Campaign Manager (MC)
The Pew Charitable Trusts

Sandra Harben is a Whadjuk/Balardong Nyungar woman. She 
is a highly respected and accomplished woman, cultural 
educator and has worked in the higher education sector on 

Nyungar culture, history, and language. She graduated from 
UWA in 1994 and has been the recipient of numerous awards and 

scholarships including the PSC Aboriginal Employment Career Strategy 
Scholarship, National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Overseas Study Award, 
and Murdoch University’s prestigious Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Research Scholarship. She runs Richmond Consulting a Nyungar business 
delivering training and cultural projects. Her projects include Boola Bardip, Zonta 
refuge, and Fremantle Bienale 2022 Gathering Place. Winner of the National 
Architectural Award with Penhale and Winter. 

Sandra Harben
Whadjuk Noongar
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Oral McGuire is a a Whadjuk/Ballardong Nyungar man, 
and prominent Nyungar community leader, landholder 
and long-term champion of Aboriginal economic 
empowerment and capacity building, with specific 
experience in traditional land and fire management practices and culturally 
framed business models. He has vast knowledge and experience in government, 
private enterprise and the not-for-profit sector and a proven track record in 
bridging the divide between ‘mainstream’ and Aboriginal communities on 
matters of cultural difference and perspective for corporate and cultural 
governance. Oral holds multiple leadership positions across including Director of 
Noongar Landholder Enterprise Incorporated, Chair of Yaraguia Incorporated, 
and Indigenous Co-Lead Restoration at ARC Training Centre for Healing Country. 

Oral McGuire
Chair and Director
Yaraguia Incorporated & Noongar Land Enterprise

Mick O’Flynn was appointed Director Programs of the 
NSW Biodiversity Conservation Trust in July 2022. Mick is 

leading BCT programs under the unique model of NSW 
Private Land Conservation.  Mick’s career spans more than 25 

years in environmental management with experience in local government, the 
NSW Environment Protection Authority, the NSW Environmental Trust, WaterNSW 
and NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service. Prior to joining the NSW Biodiversity 
Conservation Trust, Mick led the NSW Government’s sustainability and emission 
reduction programs.

Mick O’Flynn
Director of Programs
Biodiversity Conservation Trust NSW

Corinne Proske is the CEO of Trust for Nature, one of 
Australia’s oldest Conservation organisations that delivers 
permanent protection of landscapes on private land. 
Corinne is passionate about ensuring nonfinancial value is 
understood and included in business and has a deep and long-standing 
commitment to protect nature. 
Previously, Corinne led several not for profits and is currently a Director of the 
Australian Land Conservation Alliance, The Catholic Development Fund and 
volunteers for Impact Investing Australia. Corinne is a CPA and GAICD with a 
Bachelor of Commerce and several postgraduate qualifications in 
environmental management.  She was awarded a Churchill Fellowship in 2009, 
and a MoneySmart award for her contribution to financial literacy in 2013. 

Corinne Proske
Chief Executive Officer
Trust for Nature

Dr Fran Stanley is an executive at the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, which is 

responsible for promoting biodiversity and conservation and 
enriching people’s lives through sustainable management of Western Australia’s 
species, ecosystems, lands and attractions. She has worked in a range of roles 
undertaking conservation reserve management, marine reserve planning, policy 
and strategic projects, from the Pilbara to the south-west.

Dr Fran Stanley
Acting Executive Director, Biodiversity & 
Conservation Science
Department of Biodiversity, Attractions & Conservation



Lei Zhang began his professional career with the 
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 
following his graduation at the University of Western 
Australia. For nearly a decade, he was coordinating a 
conservation program which focused on protecting areas of 
bushland across WA. During this time, he was seconded to the Goldfields, Pilbara 
and Kimberley regions to embark on fauna and flora surveys, working with the 
Traditional Owners of those respective areas. He then moved to land 
acquisitions where he became involved in environmental offsets and policy. He 
is now the Lands and Environment Manager for Yued Aboriginal Corporation 
and continues to involve himself in private land conservation through his 
consultancy.  

Lei Zhang
Chief Executive Officer
Catalyst Environment

Dr Melanie Strawbridge has provided high level, specialist 
advice to Government on natural resource management 

issues for the last 20 years. She has worked with DPIRD since 
2011 in Biosecurity and NRM policy, then in the role of Director 

Agriculture Resource Management and Assessment Branch. Previously Melanie 
worked in the Department in the then Catchment and Salinity Branch. Her early 
research concerned plant-based management options for saline land, 
focussing on salt bush species, in which she completed a PhD.  Melanie's 
priorities as Commissioner are to continue to advocate for improved soil 
health in WA, wanting to explore how DPIRD can work more closely with industry 
partners and others to improve monitoring and intelligence of what is 
happening in landscapes across the state. 

Dr Melanie Strawbridge
Soil Commissioner
Department of Primary Industries & Regional Development

Sally is an economist with over 20 years’ experience 
working across academia and government in policy 
design and delivery to improve environmental outcomes. 
This has included a working on projects with the CRC for Plant-Based 
Management of Dryland Salinity in Western Australia, the Victorian Department 
of Primary Industries, with CSIRO and Central Queensland University in North 
Queensland, the Queensland Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
and more recently on the Murray-Darling Basin Plan and National Water Initiative 
implementation inquiries at the Productivity Commission. 

Sally Harvey
Research Economist
Productivity Commission
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Monica Hunter is a dedicated conservation professional 
with a Bachelor of Science in Conservation Biology. Monica 

began her career in 2006 through the Graduate Recruit 
Program at the Department of Conservation and Land 

Management. Over the next 16 years, she worked in DBCA’s Species and 
Communities Program, working on threatened ecological communities (TECs), 
developing monitoring protocols, and contributing significantly to the 
Conservation Covenant Program. With over a decade of experience in the 
covenant space across Western Australia, she has gained deep insights into the 
challenges faced by WA-based covenant programs and continues to advocate 
for effective strategies. She has a passion for conservation and a strong 
dedication to collaborating with landholders to protect and preserve natural 
landscapes for future generations. 

Monica Hunter
Natural Heritage Management Officer
The National Trust of Western Australia



Dr Tegan Douglas has over 15 years' experience in bird 
conservation, leading and developing threatened 
species conservation initiatives and building capacity in 
the community for environmental monitoring, using citizen 
science to use birds to tell the stories of what is happening in 
our landscapes. She also has a background in biodiversity surveys, hands-on 
targeted bird capture work, tracking, and ethical wildlife research. Tegan has a 
Bachelor of Science (Environmental Science, Wildlife and Conservation Biology), 
First Class Honours (Environmental Biology), PhD (Avian Ecophysiology).

Dr Tegan Douglas
WA Woodland Bird Program Manager
BirdLife

Dr Blair Parsons is Director - Impact at Greening Australia 
where he currently leads a range of initiatives related to 
development of strategy and frameworks, valuing nature, 

planning and design and ecological restoration research. 
Blair holds a PhD in Zoology and has over 25 years in the field 

of ecology, zoology and restoration. His experience includes the application of 
biodiversity valuation frameworks, conduct of biodiversity surveys, threatened 
species monitoring programmes, environmental impact assessments, 
biodiversity offsets, conservation planning and ecological modelling. Blair 
maintains strong links across a range of sectors including academia, 
government, industry, consultancy and natural resource management. 

Dr Blair Parsons
Director of Impact
Greening Australia

Keith Bradby is a long-time advocate for the ecological 
values of south-western Australia and for the power of 
local communities. He helped establish some of Australia’s 
earliest landcare groups; has run building, beekeeping and 
native seed businesses; run numerous educational camps 
and short courses; consulted to the mining sector, local government and others; 
worked in local enterprise development and at a policy level in government. In 
the 1980s he was instrumental in stopping further alienation of public land to 
agriculture in south-western Australia, and in the mid 1990s led reform of land 
clearing controls and the introduction of a range of incentive measures. Keith 
has co-written and produced two films, one book and numerous papers. He is a 
member of the WA Landcare Hall of Fame and currently CEO of Gondwana Link, 
which he was part of establishing in 2002. 

Keith Bradby OAM
Chief Executive Officer 
Gondwana Link

Dr Manda Page has over 30 years' experience in 
conservation and environmental management with a 
focus on threatened species recovery research, policy and 

delivery. She has worked across academia, State 
Government, and not-for-profit organisations in both WA and 

Qld. In her current role with SWNRM, she is striving to strengthen the delivery of 
conservation and environmental restoration in SW WA through public/private 
partnerships, the topic of her Churchill Fellowship in 2022. Manda has a Bachelor 
of Applied Science, First Class Honours, and a PhD in Ecology.

Dr Manda Page
Chief Executive Officer
South West NRM
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Kate Smillie was appointed Co-Director of the 
Partnerships and Investments Branch at the NSW 
Biodiversity Conservation Trust in October 2022, having 
worked in the BCT since its establishment in 2017. Kate led 
development of programs to implement NSW Government 
investment of $350 million in private land conservation. Kate has worked within 
the private land conservation sector since 2005, holding a leadership role with 
the Nature Conservation Trust of NSW. 

Kate Smillie
Co-Director Partnerships and Investment
Biodiversity Conservation Trust NSW

Dr Bruce Webber has led transdisciplinary science programs 
in Australia and overseas focused on conserving biodiversity 

across tropical, temperate and arid biomes. He has previously 
worked with the CNRS in France and with the CSIRO and the WA 

Biodiversity Science Institute in Australia. Bruce holds an Adjunct Professor 
appointment at the University of Western Australia. Bruce currently oversees an 
extensive Conservation Science Program for Bush Heritage Australia. He has over 
20 years' experience as a global change ecologist, delivering applied 
conservation solutions for addressing the impacts of climate change, biological 
invasions and landscape change. 

Dr Bruce Webber
Executive Manager Science and Conservation
Bush Heritage Australia

Tim Allard is the CEO of Australian Wildlife Conservancy, 
one of the largest not-for-profit conservation 
organisations in Australia, dedicated to the effective 
conservation of native wildlife and their habitats. Since joining 
AWC in 2011 and becoming CEO in 2018, Tim has led the organisation through a 
period of significant growth, overseeing conservation programs across 12.9 
million hectares — equivalent to nearly 5% of Australia’s landmass. Under Tim’s 
leadership, AWC has delivered some of the country’s most ambitious private 
conservation initiatives, grounded in science and driven by a commitment to 
measurable impact. Based in Perth, he is a passionate advocate for valuing 
nature, connecting people to country, and reshaping how land is managed in 
Australia. 

Tim Allard
Chief Executive Officer
Australian Wildlife Conservancy

Dr James Fitzsimons is Senior Advisor, Global Protection 
Strategies with The Nature Conservancy (TNC). His work 

includes policy and implementation of the global 30×30 
protection target and other targets of the Kunming-Montreal 

Global Biodiversity Framework, management effectiveness and evolving policy 
on biodiversity credits. He was previously Director of Conservation and Science 
with TNC’s Australia Program, overseeing the organisation’s conservation 
planning, science and policy functions, including delivery of a major protected 
area establishment strategy. He holds adjunct professor positions at the School 
of Life and Environmental Sciences, Deakin University and the School of Law, 
University of Tasmania, where his research includes private land conservation. 
He’s previously worked in conservation policy and planning and protected area 
establishment for government environment departments and agencies and 
NGOs. 

Dr James Fitzsimons
Senior Advisor of Global Protection Strategies
The Nature Conservancy
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Peter is CEO of Esperance Tjaltjraak Native Title Aboriginal 
Corporation, which manages the native title rights of the 
Esperance Wudjari Nyungars. Peter is a practising lawyer 
and has worked for a variety of private commercial clients for 
over 15 years, including as principal of his own legal firm. He has extensive 
international experience working with governments and local communities in 
the Asia-Pacific region. In his most recent past role, Peter was deployed by the 
Australian Government as a senior adviser in Papua New Guinea as part of a law 
and justice aid program. 

Peter Bednall
Chief Executive Officer 
Esperance Tjaltraak Native Title Aboriginal Corporation

Dr Beth Schultz was born in Roma, Queensland, in 1936. 
After living in France and the United States for a decade, 
she settled in Perth in 1970. When woodchipping began in 
the karri forests in 1975, Beth co-founded the Campaign to 
Save Native Forests and the South-West Forests Defence Foundation. With the 
support of her husband Phil and their three children, she helped expand Western 
Australia’s national park forests from 150,000 hectares in 1979 to over 1.25 million 
hectares by 2033. In 2007, Beth was appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia 
for her lifelong dedication to conservation. 

Dr Beth Schultz AO
Covenant Holder

Greg’s role is focussed on the development and 
implementation of national biodiversity policy through 

legislative reform, international engagement, landscape-scale management 
approaches and mobilisation of resources. Prior to this, Greg was Executive 
Director, Basin Science and Knowledge in the Murray-Darling Basin Authority and 
has held various senior executive positions, including administering and 
reforming the EPBCA 1999 Act, international work on the Ramsar Convention and 
the South Pacific Regional Environment Program, environmental education, 
waste policy and product stewardship, reviews of governance of agencies 
(including the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority), water and 
environmental regulation, and policy and reform. Greg holds a Bachelor of 
Science (Resource and Environmental Management), a Bachelor of Arts 
(Political Science), and a Graduate Diploma in Scientific Communication. 

Greg Manning
Head of Environmental Policy, Regions & 
Markets division
Department of Climate Change, Energy, 
Environment & Water
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Lachlan Adamson is a proud Esperance Nyungar (Wudjari) 
Traditional Owner and descendent of the Mirning People. 

Having started as a Ranger, Lachie now leads ETNTAC’s 
Commercial team, coordinating projects ranging from lands 

and grounds maintenance, commercial spraying, revegetation and 
rehabilitation, commercial drone operations, civil works and project 
management.  Under Lachie’s leadership, ETNTAC’s Commercial team has 
grown rapidly and currently comprises 17 employees all drawn from the local 
community.  The income generated from commercial activities is an important 
part of ETNTAC’s ability to invest back into environmental, community and social 
program delivery with the First Nations community in Kepa Kurl (Esperance).

Lachlan Adamson
Commercial Coordinator
Esperance Tjaltraak Native Title Aboriginal Corporation



Diana Papenfus has been associated with the NTWA 
Covenant Program since its inauguration in the late 
1990s, and more recently as a Stewardship Officer. With 
a background in natural resource management and a 
lifelong fascination with Western Australia’s natural 
environment, she is dedicated to off reserve nature conservation. Committed 
to protecting, investigating, and surveying the state’s precious bushland, Diana 
brings decades of expertise and passion to her work. Her career reflects an 
enduring dedication to preserving Western Australia’s unique biodiversity and 
inspiring others to value and safeguard its natural heritage. 

Diana Papenfus
Consultant Botanist
National Trust WA

Peter has been active in WA voluntary conservation 
since the late 1970s, working on protecting native forest 

and energy conservation, and has served as a Trustee 
on the Conservation Council of WA’s Trust Fund since its 

inception 25 years ago. Before retiring he worked as an engineer and is a keen 
black and white landscape photographer. In 1985 with seven other families 
purchased and have preserved 345ha of wilderness on the south coast, and in 
2021 he helped form Bush Blocks Guardians Inc., a non-profit charity to 
purchase, rehabilitate and preserve flora and fauna in WA’s wheatbelt and it 
owns one 666ha block east of Mukinbudin. 

Peter Ewing
Covenant Holder
Bush Block Guardians Inc.
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Justin Story is a strategic advisor called upon by 
governments, corporations, investors and not-for-profit 

organisations to lead strategic initiatives focused on our 
natural world. Justin supports clients by targeting the 

insights that will activate investments in nature and realise 
opportunities for the environment, economy and people. His work spans policy, 
strategy, evaluation, economics, financing, business cases and market design 
in multiple domains including water, coasts, forestry, biodiversity, agriculture 
and land management. 

Justin Story
Director
Story Advisory

Scott Bartholomew is a current custodian of 'Kiah', 100 
acres of central jarrah/marri forest bordering the 
Wellington National Park. The property has significant 
biodiversity values which is recognised by the National 
Trust with a covenant to maintain and or improve ecological 
function in perpetuity.  Scott has a MSc in Environmental Science and currently 
works in invasive weed management with the Leschenault Biosecurity Group, 
with a passion in rehabilitation of degraded landscapes and bushland 
management. 

Scott Bartholemew
National Trust WA Covenant Holder

Roland Dixon is a retired Customs Officer, long-term part-
time farmer, not young and now a bit physically 
challenged. Roland has been involved in rural pursuits 

since the 1980’s culminating in purchase of  2700 acres at 
“Pinegrove” in early 2007. Approximately 1400 acres of this 

property was covenanted in 2008. Together with his wife Jenny and son 
Mathew, Roland has been actively involved in fencing and tree planting at 
Pinegrove ever since. 

Roland Dixon
National Trust WA Covenant Holder



Carrie joined the WA Government two years ago from the 
UK Government where she spent almost 20 years leading 
policy and teams working on some of the world’s most 

complex settings, including Afghanistan, Syria and Iraq. She 
also worked as the UK’s regional lead for the global Ebola 

outbreak response, as a subject matter expert for UK Cabinet Ministers, at the 
United Nations in New York and for Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade in Canberra. Prior to moving to WA Carrie and her family were based in 
East Jerusalem, where she was the Head of Conflict, Security and Stability 
working in Israel, Gaza and the West Bank to promote a solution to the conflict. 

Carrie Sunderland
Executive Director Nature
Department of Water and Environmental Regulation

Emily Simso contributes to New Forests’ corporate 
sustainability and sustainable investment initiatives. 
Based in Sydney, Emily works with New Forests’ teams 
globally to integrate sustainability across the investments 
process. She also supports the execution of New Forests’ 
sustainable investment strategy, manages the administration 
and continual improvement of the Sustainability & Impact Management System 
(SIMS), and leads New Forests’s approaches to climate and nature. Emily has a 
Bachelor of Science in Biology from Loyola Marymount University.

Emily Simso
Associate Director Sustainability & Impact
New Forests

Luke Bayley has over 25 years of experience in natural 
resource management, conservation, and organisational 

leadership, Luke Bayley has a proven track record in 
designing and implementing effective agricultural and 

conservation strategies. He believes that sustainable practices 
can drive economic growth and is committed to fostering partnerships that 
align environmental stewardship with financial viability. In his current role, Luke 
emphasises collaboration with First Nation organisations and industry groups 
across the South Coast region of Western Australia. He holds a Bachelor of 
Applied Science in Parks, Recreation, and Heritage from Charles Sturt University 
and is currently completing the Strategic Leadership for Nonprofit Leaders 
course at Harvard Business School in July and August of 2024

Luke Bayley
Chief Executive Officer
South Coast NRM

Michael Cornish is the Policy Lead at the Australian Land 
Conservation Alliance (ALCA), Australia’s peak body for 
private land conservation. In this role, Michael collaborates 
and advocates on a wide range of Federal, State and Territory 
legislative and policy issues to support ALCA’s member organisations to 
conserve, manage, and restore nature on privately managed land. Prior to 
joining the environment sector, Michael’s professional experience has ranged 
across law, economics, international aid, academia, and Australian and 
international politics. Michael and his family live in the Adelaide Hills, and he is 
parochial and proud of South Australia and its natural environment. 

Michael Cornish
Policy Lead
Australian Land Conservancy Alliance
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Delivered in association with
We sincerely thank these organisations for their generous 
support and contributions in bringing this event together.

Our sponsors

Our partners
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